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Asia/ Tsunami

Consult usfirst

This Statement is from the Asian Women’s
Consultation on Post-tsunami Challenges,
held at Banda Aceh, Sumatra, Indonesia,
25-27 July 2005.

We, over 60 women, survivors of thetsunami and
activists involved in the tsunami relief and
reconstruction efforts, from India, Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, Thailand and Maaysia, gathered in Banda
Acehinthevillageof Lambaro Seubun during 25-27
July 2005, for the Asian Women's Consultation on
Pogt-tsunami Challenges.

Seven monthsafter the December 2004 | ndian Ocean
tsunami, affected women continueto bemarginalized,
discriminated and excluded from the process of
rebuilding at dl levels. thefamily, thecommunity and
thenation.

We met in Aceh redlizing the significance and
challengeswomen facein thetsunami aftermath:

1. Gender discriminationandwomen'shumanrights
violations. Thousandsof womenand childrenin
theaffected countriessiill livein campsand other
temporary facilities, which lack adequate
sanitation, clean water, health services and
security. Government compensations have not
reached them or areinsufficient to restoretheir
livelihoods. In Thailand, women are
discriminated evenin death: funeral expenses
paid for men’'sdeathsaretwiceasmuch asfor
women's.

2. Women'sright tofood isviolated. Peopleare
onthevergeof starvation getting onemed aday.
Thefoodrationsprovided areof very low qudlity.
Thisaffectsthehealth of children and pregnant,
breast-feeding and e derly women.

3. Womensuffer fromincreased domestic violence
in campsand temporary shelters, especidly in
India, Sri Lanka and Thailand as a result of
increased alcoholism. There is inadequate
protection provided by the police and camp
administration because of the genera perception

@

of violence against women being a personal
meatter.

Childrenin campsand temporary sheltersdo
not have access to education. Government
scholarshipsarenot sufficient to cover education
codts. In Sri Lanka, Indonesia(Aceh) and India,
schools are too far away from camps, and
trangport isnot provided.

Bothtemporary and permanent housing facilities
areof low standardsin designand construction,
and climatic conditionshave not beentakeninto
account; for example, itisimpossibletostay in
tin shelters that heat up in the tropical sun.
Facilities do not meet women'’s needs: there
are no kitchen and bathing facilities. In
Sri Lanka, peopleremain uncertain regarding
permanent housing. The Sri Lankan
government’spolicy on buffer zoneimpliesthat
fishermen and othersaredenied assstanceinany
rebuilding activitieswithin 100-200 mfromthe
shoreline. However, hotelsand tourist resorts
near the seahave been restored. In Indonesia,
gmilar restrictionsprevail, but somecommunities
went back totheir villagesto rebuild their houses
even though it means they will not receive
government assistance. In Thailand, some
permanent housing have ownership problems:
houses arebuilt by sponsorson rented land or
on land owned by someone else, so sometime
inthefuture, resettled peoplewill faceeviction.
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6.

10.

The tsunami exacerbated the problem of
women'saccessto land. WomeninIndonesia
(Aceh) and Indiado not have ownership rights
tolandregisteredintheir husbands and fathers

names, aswomen are not recognized as heads
of households. In Sri Lanka, joint ownershipto
land remainsan unresolved issuein relation to
post-tsunami reallocation of land. In Thailand,
thetsunami has created new land conflicts, with
big businesses claiming the land of entire
communities, especidly of minorities, who have
lived on such land for several generations but
never had land title deeds.

Jobsandlivelihoods: Indl theaffected countries,
women lost their jobsand livelihood sources.
The governments have failed to respond
effectively and survivorshaveto rely on non-
governmenta organization (NGO) support.

Casteand ethnic discrimination: InIndia, entire
communitiesof dalit (so-called untouchabl es)
andirula (indigenous peopl€) have been left out
of relief and rehabilitation efforts. They havenot
been receiving any assistancefromthelndian
government, as they are not seen as directly
affected by thetsunami although they havelost
their livelihood sources.

Plight of Burmese migrants in Thailand:
Burmese migrants in Thailand have been
completely ignored by both the Burmese and
Tha governments in the tsunami aftermath.
In the immediate aftermath, they could not
recover dead bodiesof their family membersfor
fear of getting arrested asmigrants. Sincethey
havelogt their registration/identity cards, they do
not have accessto government assi stance and
health services. Asmigrants, they do not have
any income-generating capacity of their own, and
havetorely ontheir employersto givethemjobs,
andtheselatter havelost their businessesinthe
tsunami.

Thearmed conflict StuationinIndonesiasAceh
regionandin Sri Lankaexacerbatesthe human
rightssituation. Child military recruitmentin
Sri Lankahasincreased after thetsunami. The
presence of armed forcesinsidethe campshas

increased thevulnerability of womentoviolence,
and threatensthelr security, rather than provide
protection. The military hinders the free
movement of peopleand thedistribution of relief
ad.

Inthelight of the above, we expressgrave concern
about thelack of consultation with the peopleaffected
by thetsunami intherelief and recongtruction process.
We demand that:

1.

&

The governmentsof the affected countriesand
non-State actors consult and involve affected
people in the process of reconstruction and
rebuilding. Internationa and national NGOsmust
consult with the affected communitiesin the
planning, design andimplementation of projects.

We are also aware of significant foreign
assistancereceived by the governmentsof the
affected countriesand internationa and nationa
NGOs, and we demand transparency and
accountability in thespending of funds.

Both State and non-State agenciesworking with
thedisplaced must recognize and addressgender-
specific and specia needsof women.

Recognizethe needsand rightsof children, the
elderly, thedisabled, women living with HIV/
AlIDSand affected women who need long-term
medical and psychological treatment and
assistance.

The governments must immediately provide
gender-disaggregated datain tsunami-affected
regions.

State and non-State actors in the tsunami-
affected armed conflict areasmust Sop activities
threatening thelives of the people, especially
women and children. Rebuilding and
reconstruction should promote peace-building
efforts, especialy in Sri Lanka and Aceh,
Indonesia

Thegovernmentsof theaffected countriesmust
ensurethat relief and reconstruction activities
areimplemented without discrimination based
on gender, caste, class, ethnicity, religion, age,
migration, citizenship and other factors.
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8. The governments must provide legal and
financial assstancetowomenwho havetofight
for their right to land in disputeswith business
corporations.

The governments must recognize the rights of the
fishing communitiesto the seaand the coastal land,
and ensurethat businessinterestsin therebuilding
processdo not negatively impact thelivelihoods of
the seashore people.

Contact the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law
and Devel opment (APWLD) at: apwld@apwid.org




