
The Role of Women in FisheriesWhat’s New, 
Webby?

T
he website of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) carries a recent interview with 

Susana V. Siar, Fishery Industry Offi cer 

at the FAO, in which she describes the 

signifi cant role women play in the fi sheries 

sector and what FAO is doing to increase 

their visibility and contribution to the 

sector globally.

Susana V. Siar explains that fi shers, 

like farmers, are not just men but that, in 

fact, millions of women around the world 

work in paid or unpaid jobs throughout 

the fi sh supply chain. Although women 

are mainly involved in the tasks that 

come before and after the fi sh are hauled 

out of the water, at least 15 percent of 

women in the sector are also involved in 

the act of fi shing itself.

At the artisanal level, their preparatory 

work includes making and mending nets, 

baskets and pots, baiting hooks and 

providing services to the fi shing boats. 

They practice their own fi shing both for 

commercial and subsistence purposes, 

often from canoes and in areas close to 

their community.

To see the whole interview, please 

visit: www.fao.org/gender/gender-home/

gender-resources/gender-v ideos/

gender-videosdet/en/c/278439/?utm_

content=bufferc16c1&utm_medium=social 

&utm_source= l i nked in .com&utm_

campaign=buffer 
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